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AFRICA “ Desai is our Sartre E: X
INTERNATIONAL + | read with horror the bile spewed by Malegapuru Makgoba against Ashwin 4
BUSINESS « Desai in your last edition (“Truth is often less sexy than sensation”). by
SPORT a

Pt
“

AND IN OTHER NEWS 4+ Makgoba uses innuendo to name the alleged unaccountable “mafia” that
LOCAL ELECTIONS 2006 . abused public resources and kept no records. He names Saths Cooper, under E
SPECIAL REPORTS . whose management records weren’t kept. Then, under the cloak of ﬁ%‘k
ZUMA SPECIAL REPORT . condemning the racialisation of the Desai matter by the media, he promotes his
own dangerous, narrow and reactionary Africanist chauvinism. =

~ - rn

THE GOOD NEWS " ‘
WEEK IN PICTURES " ) . . o , ,
NEWS INSIGHT He points to a pro-Desai campaign by unnamed Indian journalists, with the )
implied corollary that African journalists would be on his side if only they had R
NATIONAL + the same access to information, which they’ve been denied. =
0 N
AFRICA a B
INTERNATIONAL + In the same vein, he mentions the names Cooper, Desai, Govender and Habib i
COMMENT & ANALYSIS 4 next to a throwaway comment about an Indian cabal. Very little is left to the
BUSINESS . imagination. This is intellectual gangsterism of the highest order. f
COLUMNISTS a :
TEN QUESTIONS . It's a sad day that UKZN, which helped birth one of the most potent liberation Mobi
EDITORIALS ., philosophies -- Black Consciousness -- is now turning into a den of tribalism !
MONITOR , promoted from the top. ig.-? i
KRISJAN LEMMER u _ . . _ . &«
BODY LANGUAGE , It's sad indeed that an intellectual and academic of Desai’s calibre, who has ot
, inspired a whole generation of young thinkers to side with the poor and speak 49 1
FRASER'S RAZOR a ; Lo P =
truth to power, has to be subjected to such slander and victimisation. £\
OBITUARIES a p
LEISURE Desai is our Sartre. Instead of persecuting him, Makgoba should say, like Q
ARTS 4 Charles de Gaulle when it was suggested that Sartre be jailed for his pro- Tod
M&G MONEY 4 Algerian independence activities against French colonialism: “You do not arrest oday
WHEELS & DEALS , Voltaire.” The French are richer for it. -- Andile Mngxitama, Johannesburg
TECH “

In your last edition, | believe Makgoba presented the facts of the Desai case,

FSCAPE “ as opposed to the selectively processed garbage we have been fed through
REGULARS . " ; .

obscure internet petitions and partisan media coverage.
ZAPIRO a
MADAM & EVE 4 | was alarmed by his account of ethnic cabals who perpetuate corruption and
NEWSLETTERS 4 abuse the integrity of the university’s leadership.
BLOGMARK "
FORUMS 4 Cooper’s leadership and legacy will be recorded in the annals of university ;
NOTES & QUERIES « history as disgraceful. For him to have used his position and university
LETTERS , resources to cut deals for sidekicks is nauseating.
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Cleaning up the mess will require nerves of steel. | believe Makgoba is our
man! -- Nombeko Mbava, Cape Town

After his verbatim reply the week before, the Mail & Guardian gave further

During the same period, UKZN was crippled by a massive strike that brought
out thousands of disaffected workers over two weeks in defiance of
management. Student registration was disrupted and the lecture programme
halted. The M&G'’s silence on these events was deafening.

Though management has now climbed down from its initial intransigence,
many staff believe this was merely a first battle in a long war. Perhaps that will
provide the M&G with the opportunity to redeem its reputation! -- Tony Moodie,
Pinetown

Please can the M&G assure readers that no more than 5% of the paper will be
devoted to Makgoba's self-promotion campaigns this year? -- Michael Brett,
Hartebeeshoek

Makgoba suggests that reporting on the Desai case has been racialised. But r
the only writer, white or black, in print or on radio, to conjure the spectre of

Indic

“anti-African Indians” or “anti-Indian Africans” is Makgoba himself. Eggg

Rand
Perhaps he wants to tell us something, but finds it more expedient to lay his [
prejudices at the door of journalists. -- Raj Patel, Centre for Civil Society, UKZN [Sc
Why drag in the Jews? Colui
Why is it that the attempted genocide of the Jews is dredged up by Muslims in - Robe
response to the Muhammad cartoons? From the Iranian president sponsoring - Tom
a “Holocaust cartoon-fest” to your correspondents Jeenah, Amjad-Ali and - John
Valley, who write: “What would the Jewish reaction be to a cartoon of a Jew in - Guy
the 1930s dreaming up a scheme to relocate European Jews to Palestine - Davit
imagining the Holocaust as the way to do it?” (February 10.) - Mattt

- Tawe
There is a disconnect here: the cartoons did not call for the mass slaughter of “lanF
Muslims -- they called for a cessation of murder, however crudely. And, more - Richi
significantly, the Danish newspaper that printed the cartoons is not a Jewish - Fran
publication; it is staunchly Christian, with a devoutly Christian readership, in a - Ham
fervently Christian country. So, what's this with the Jews? _~ Mike

Getr

Please leave the Holocaust to the Israelis, who never miss an opportunity to
raise the Nazi spectre in maudlin attempts to justify their actions (especially
against the Palestinians) whenever they are criticised, and in so doing commit
a sacrilege against Holocaust victims.

By gratuitously dragging in the Holocaust, Muslims entrench the stereotypical -
caricature of themselves as homicidal “infidel” hunters. -- Laurence Berman,

Pretoria WHA

Find ol
At a time when cartoons have convulsed the world, | remember with affection a oy
“nightcap session” with some of the world’s best cartoonists. It took place at the  Music
recent World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. It was a treat to listen to
Cappatte (Switzerland), Gado (Kenya), Heng Kim-Song (Singapore), Michel Theat
Kichka (Israel), Salih Mememcan (Turkey), Patrick Oliphant (United States), Fine <
No-rio Yamanoi (Japan) and Zapiro (South Africa) reflect on their work.

Movie
They discussed just how far a cartoonist can go in pushing social critique iy
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